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GREATER 

HIMALAYA 

INDIA 2005 - Continued 

EAST KARAKORAM 

Siachen Glacier Region 
Laxmi 

In spring a 10-member team from the 
Indian Navy Led by Lt Commander Amit 
Pande attempted Laxmi (a. k. a. Lakshmi: 
6 p 850m) p a fine unclimbed peak on the south 
side of the Teram Shehr Glacier. The 
expedition approached up the Siachen 
Glacier, then towards its head turned east 
into the Teram Shehr and established Base 
Camp at 5 p 250m. From there they attempted 
the North West Face, placing their one and 
only camp at c6 p 000m next to a narrow 
ridge, above which they opened the route to 
6,380m. Flowever, they were fighting a 
losing battle with the weather, which was 
continuously unsettled with much snowfall 
during April and May. When the Indian 
Meteorological Department forecast a long 
spell of bad weather with heavy blizzards, 
the expedition decided to make a temporary 
retreat to a lower camp by the Siachen. It 
was from there that some of the team 
decided to attempt 6,350m Junction Peak, 
which forms the cornerstone of the Siachen 
and Teram Shehr. On 25th May a minor 
avalanche hit the party and three climbers 
were injured. The expedition was 
subsequently abandoned. 

The legendary female American 
mountaineer, Fanny Bullock Workman, first 
climbed Junction Peak with her Italian 
guides during exploratory expeditions to the 
East Karakoram, which spanned the years 
1911-1912. Grant Peterkin, a surveyor with 
this expedition, named most of the peaks in 
the vicinity but it was Bullock Workman who 
named Laxmi after the wife of Vishnu, 
goddess of wealth. The Teram Shehr 
Plateau was not really reached until 2002, 
when a joint Indo-Japanese expedition 
made the first ascent of the 7,030m peak 
immediately to the south of Laxmi, naming 
it Padmanabh. Hiroshi Sakai and Yasushi 
Tanahashi reached the summit on the 25th 
June via the elegant South South East Ridge 
(see October 2003 INFO). 

Arganglas Range 
Karpo Kangri 

In 2001, Divyesh Muni and Cyrus Shroff 
were members of an Indo-American-British 
expedition, jointly led by Chris Bonington 
and Harish Kapadia, which explored the 
Arganglas Range, east of the Nubra Valley, 
and climbed several peaks. During this trip 
they couldn’t fail to notice the impressive 
northern flanks of Pt 6,540m, tentatively 
named Karpo Kangri by the expedition but 
not attempted. In August 2005, they 
returned to the area, with Muni jointly 
leading an Indo-American team. 
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Padmanabh (7,030m: left] and Laxmi (6,850m) from the Teram Shehr Plateau just below Col Italia 
(5,920m). Padmanabh was first climbed on the 25th June 2002 by the South South East (left skyline] 
Ridge. Laxmi, which remains unclimbed despite an attempt from the far side in 2005, was named by 
Fanny Bullock Workman in 1912. H SAKAI - HARISH KAPADIA COLLECTION 



Participants were Ameya Chandawarkar, 
Surendra Anant Chavan, Rajesh Gudgil, 
Muni and his wife Vineeta, Shripad Sapkal, 
Shroff and Americans Sally Annis, Don 
Beavon, Dave Creeden, Marlin Geist, Don 
Goodman (leader of the US contingent), 
Natala Goodman and Dan Sjolseth. They 
also took four high altitude Sherpas from 
Darjeeling. 

From Satti in the Nubra Valley, where the 
road over the Khardung La from Leh meets 
the Shyok River, the team walked up the 
Satti Lungpa Valley to the Spang Chenmo 
Glacier, south of the area visited in 2001. 
Although, there is no record of previous 

The South Face of Karpo Kangri (6,540m) rising 
above the Lung Tung Glacier in the Arganglas 
Range, East Karakoram. The left-hand line was 
climbed by Americans, Don Beavon and Marlin 
Geist, on the 19th August 2006. It leads to the 
c6,525m Central Summit. The right-hand line 
shows a later attempt on the unclimbed East 
Summit by Indians, Cyrus Shroff and four 
Darjeeling Sherpas. This group reached 6,400m 
on the East Ridge. DIVYESH MUNI 




climbing there, they did discover an 
abandoned camp site, most probably 
belonging to a Military Survey Expedition 
that visited the valley in 1964. Base Camp 
was established on the 9th August at 
5,140m, Advanced Base on the 14th at 
5,480m and a high camp on the 16th at 
c5,900m on the Lung Tung Glacier, which 
flows down from the southern flanks of 
Kangri Karpo. Over three separate days 1 1 
team members made an ascent of Thongsa 
Ri (5,889m: directly above Advanced Base), 
which divides the Lung Tung and Spang 
Chenmo glaciers, Beavon, Vineeta Muni, 
and Ang Tashi grabbing the first ascent via 
the East Ridge, while on the following day 
Schroff climbed the South East Face. 

On the 19th, Beavon and Geist climbed 
the Central Summit (c6,525m) of Karpo 
Kangri via the South Glacier Icefatt. Ropes 
had previously been fixed on the lower 
section. The pair left camp at 2.30am and 
reached the summit 1 1 hours later. 
Although, they had planned to continue to 
the East or West summit, depending on 
which appeared the highest, fatigue, snow 
conditions and the prospect of an 
unplanned bivouac made them descend. 

The early start and 7.30pm return to camp 
meant they avoided most of the serious 
rockfall that made this route dangerous in 
the heat of the day. A subsequent attempt 
by Shroff and the Sherpas, who employed 
fixed rope in an effort to gain the East 
Summit via the Southern Headwall of the 
East Ridge, failed at 6,400m. 

On the 20th, Chandawarkar, Sapkal and 
Ang Tashi made the first ascent of Gjungma 
Kangri (6,287m), a large nunatak-like 
mountain rising from the ice plateau 
immediately south of Karpo Kangri, via the 
West Ridge. On the same day Annis, 

Creeden and Don Goodman also reached 
the summit using a variation start, climbing 
the North Face to gain the West Ridge. Two 
days later Beavon and Geist climbed the 
North Face Direct. The upper headwall gave 
a mixture of ice-covered rock, deep snow, 
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The Arganglas Range. Looking south southeast from the slopes of Thongsa Ri (5,889m) across the upper 
Spang Chenmo Glacier to (A) Point 6240m, (B) Satti Kangri (6,639m) and (C) Point 6,489m. The first two 
peaks lie on the watershed ridge between the Spang Chenmo and Koyak Valleys, and all three peaks 
remain unclimbed. (D) Marks the position of the 2005 Indo-American Advanced Base (5,480m), just 
hidden by the foreground rocks. The rocky slopes above this, rising up and left out of the picture, lead to 
the summit of Bukbuk (6,289m). DIVYESH MUNI 



hard ice and a few dry tooling moves. By the 
end of the 23rd every member of the 
climbing team, plus the Liaison Officer and 
two Sherpas had climbed this peak. 

Also on the 23rd, Chandawardar, Gudgil, 
both Munis and Sapkal travelled down the 
glacier to make the first ascent of Rdung 
Ring (6,082m: on the watershed ridge west 
of Karpo Kangri) via the South Face to South 
West Ridge. The following day Annis, 

Beavon, Geist and the Goodmans climbed 
the snow dome, Bukbuk (6,289m: 
immediately east of Advanced Base) by the 
North West Face and long West Ridge. After 
all the members descended to Base on the 
25th, they finished the expedition by 
crossing the unnamed glacier south of 
Bukbuk, then a pass previously reconnoitred 
by Creedon and Sjolseth, which led to the 
Koyak Glacier. From there they descended 
the Rongdu Lungpa, passing huge, jaw- 
dropping, granite walls, to reach the village 
of Rongdu, which they entered on the 31st 
to complete a highly enjoyable and 
successful joint venture. 

LAHAUL 

Tela 2 

In August a 10-member Polish expedition 
led by 70-year old Andrez Zoinski was 
hampered by bad weather during an 
attempt to make the first ascent of Tela 2 
(6,035m). They gave up at 5,500m. The team 
travelled by road over the Rohtang Pass and 
then west to Darcha, from where they 
trekked northeast to the Tela Glacier where 
there are 10 peaks (designated T-1 to T-10) 
arranged almost in a circle around the rim. 
T-2 is the highest and the massif generally 
considered to be part of the Mulkila Group. 

Sanakdank 

On the 15th August, Aun Kanti Das, 

Dibyendu Haider and Tapan Kumar 



Mukherjee with two high altitude porters 
made probably the first ascent of 6,044m 
Sanakdank. The expedition, a seven- 
member group from the Climbers Circle, 
Kolkata, first reached the village of Gushal 
on the Manali to Leh Plighway, seven 
kilometres before Keylong, and then 
trekked southwest for two days to establish 
Base Camp on the 9th August at an altitude 
of just under 4,600m. The team needed two 
more camps to get to the foot of the 
mountain. This peak may have only received 
one previous attempt; in 1968 a joint Indo- 
Japanese Ladies expedition, after having 
climbed c5,660m Kailas, east of Chamba, 
tried a 6,044m mountain they refer to as 
Sanakden Jot, which was situated above the 
Odhang Glacier. They were unsuccessful. 

Koa Rong Group 

On the 28th August, Sanjay Bhowmik, 



Bikramjit Debnath, Sonam Lama, and Amiya 
Sarkar, from a 1 2-member West Bengal 
team led by Govinda Mondal, reached the 
6,187m summit of Koa Rong II. The team 
established Base Camp on the 21st August 
at 5,100m on the banks of Panchi Nala. 

They then placed two more high camps on 
the West Ridge, the highest at 5,895m. The 
Koa Rong, generally referred to by the 
simple abbreviation KR, is a range of peaks 
that form the centrepiece of Lahaul. KR II 
was first climbed by a Polish expedition in 
1984 via the South East Ridge (the first 
summit party comprised Ryzsard Wrona 
and Andrzej Zboinski), after reportedly 
being previously attempted by American, 
Indian and Japanese teams. It has received 
very few subsequent ascents and it is not 
clear if any of these have been via the West 
Ridge. 

On 3rd September, Raju Kumar, Subrata 
Mujumdar, Tsar Paul, Alamchand Thakur, 
Khemraj Thakur, and Nanakchand Thakur 
made a rare ascent of KR V (6,258m) via the 
South East Ridge. This is more or less the 
route climbed for the first time in 1998 by a 
Japanese team, and the Indians formed part 
of a 10-member expedition from West 
Bengal led by Biplab Sengupta. The team 
established Base Camp at 4,780m and two 
more camps on the mountain, the highest at 
5,900m. This and the other KR peaks 
around the Koa Rong Glacier are close to 
the Suraj Tal, east of the Baralacha Pass on 
the Manali-Leh road. 

KULLU 

Parvati Valley 
Kullu Eiger 

In October, Spanish climbers, Oscar Perez 
and Pepin Valdivia, made the second ascent 
of Kullu Eiger via a new route on the West 
Face to South Face. The Eiger lies towards 
the head of the Parvati Valley and was first 
climbed on the 21st September 1996 by 
British climbers, Graham Little, Jim 



Kullu Eiger from the slopes below the Throne to the southwest, showing the line of the new route on the 
West Face to South Face, Baral Karasta (Perez/Valdivia, 2005 : 1,000m : 6a+ and A0). (B) Is the top 
bivouac site. To the right the skyline ridge runs south over (probably unclimbed) tops to the summit of 
Parvati South (6,127m: off picture), first climbed in 1973 via the South Face by Rob Collister and Dick 
Isherwood. PEPIN VALDIVIA 
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Lowther and Scott Muir. This team climbed 
the North North East Face, a steep rock wall 
with several icefields not dissimilar in 
appearance to its Swiss namesake. They 
made three bivouacs and rated their ascent 
ED2 P British El 5b p A1 and Scottish V. They 
fixed a small amount of rope on the 
introductory rock band and after one failed 
attempt, elected to go lightweight with no 
sleeping bags. The quoted height of the 
mountain is 5 p 646m. The three started their 
ascent from Base Camp (3 p 740m) more or 
less at the foot of the wall, making the total 
height of the face cl ,900m. 

The Spanish climbers established their 
Base Camp at 3,820m directly below the 
North North East Face, where the Glacier II 
valley joins the main Parvati. This was in the 
same flat meadow as the Scottish Base 
Camp but on the opposite side of the 
Glacier II river. The weather throughout the 
expedition was poor. It snowed by noon 
everyday and their were consistently strong 
winds and low temperatures at Base Camp. 
Rockfall on the North North East Face was 
often intense and they finally decided to give 
this a miss and attempt the West Face in 
Alpine style. 

The two left Base Camp on the 29th 
September but were forced to spend their 
first night at the foot of the face, no higher 
than 4,300m, due to afternoon snowfall. 

Next morning they left early. Progress was 
slow. It was cold, the rock was icy and there 
was both grass and verglas in the cracks. 
Several sections of frozen grass were 
frontpointed. By afternoon they had reached 
the start of the West Spur, where the way 
ahead appeared to be blocked by a large 
tower. They decided to outflank this obstacle 
on the right, only realizing later that it was 
not a tower but a shoulder on the ridge. 
Their deviation was long and took them onto 
the South Face. They bivouacked that night 
at 4,950m. 

On the 1st October, a perfect, sunny, 



windless day after a very cold start, the two 
made fast progress in rock shoes. The rock 
was excellent and the route a wonderful 
natural line. They reached the top of the 
wall at 2pm and the summit 15 minutes 
later. Prior to setting out from Base Camp 
they had come to the decision that the 
North North East Face could not be 1,900m 
high (they estimate it to be more like 
1 ,500m), but it was still a surprise to record 
only 5,330m on the summit. They realize 
that their readings are unlikely to be 
accurate but are convinced that both the 
heights of the North North East Face and 
the summit are some 300m lower than 
previously specified. They rappelled the 
route with another night out at their top 
bivouac. They named the 1,000m line Barat 
Karasta and belayed 18 pitches. The route 
was generally sustained at F4 and F5, with 
maximum difficulities of F6a+ and A0. 

The Throne 

Two other members of the Spanish team 
reported above attempted The Throne 
(5,840m), a neighbouring mountain to the 
southwest and a prominent feature in the 
Parvati Valley. Cecilia Buil and Juan 
Gollanes appear to have been under the 
impression that the peak was unclimbed 
and reached 5,300m on the second day of 
their attempt. At this point they were faced 
with a big avalanche-prone snow slope 
leading to a point estimated to be 200m 
below the summit. They retreated to wait 
for better conditions, but these did not 
materialize. On his 1996 trip to the Parvati, 
Scott Muir had be attracted by The Throne 
and returned to climb it the following year. 
Together with Kevin Kelly, Gordon Lennox 
and David Proudfoot he reached the summit 
on the 12th September (’97) via the North 
Ridge (Scottish ll/lll). 

SPITI 

Pare Chu Valley 




An expedition led by Tsuneo Suzuki and 
comprising mature Japanese mountaineers 
made several ascents in the Upper Pare 
Chu Valley. The Pare Chu lies northeast of 
the Spiti River, not far from the I ndo-Tibet 
border. Since 1995 it has been relatively 
easy for foreign mountaineers to gain 
access to the areas west of the Spiti River 
but the regions to the north and east are 
restricted and require a special permit, 
which is only granted by the Indian 
authorities after a lengthy application 
procedure. Plowever, there are many 
unvisited peaks in this little known 
mountain group, though they are not for 
super-Alpinists. 

The Japanese approached from Kaza 
(3,600m) in the Spiti River Valley, trekked 
north up the Parilungbi Valley and then 
crossed the Parung La (5,580m). They 
descended to the snout of the Parung 
Glacier at the head of the Pare Chu, where 
they established Base Camp at 5,200m. This 
approach is common with the first section 
of an old trade route from Spiti to the large 
Tso Morari (lake) in Ladakh and onwards to 
Leh. 

In 1999, Suzuki visited the mountains of 
the Upper Pare Chu and his expedition 
made first ascents of Umdung Kangri 
(6,643m), northwest of Gya, and Dhhun 
(6,200m), immediately south of Parilungbi 
(6,166m and climbed in 1987 by Harish 
Kapadia’s Indian expedition). Both lie at the 
head of the Pakshi Lamur Glacier. On the 
latter climb the Japanese thought they were 
climbing Lhakhang (6,250m). They reached 
the summit in poor visibility and it was only 
when returning home that they discovered 
Lhakhang lay one and a half kilometres to 
the south of Dhhun. It remained unclimbed 
and seemed the perfect target for 2005. 

The team split into two parties. The first, 
Midori Masada (50 years old), Kunihiko Noro 
(64) and Suzuki (70), attempted two 
unclimbed peaks northwest of the Parung 
La. On the 2nd August, leaving from a camp 
at 5,800m on the easy Parung Glacier, they 
followed a straightforward snow-filled gully 
to the top of Pt 6,206m (height according to 
the Russian map). Accompanying them on 
this easy, two-hour ascent were their 
liaison officer and a porter. Next day 
Masada and Noro bagged Pt 6,080m 
immediately to the southwest, reaching the 
summit via the North Face. 

The second party, Kiyoko Kanada (50), 
Takako Miura (62), Kazuhiro Mizuno (58), 
Tatsumi Mizuno (54), and Tokutaro 
Yanagihara (58), left Base Camp on the 28th 
July and ascended the Pakshi Lamur valley 
to a camp at 5,100m. On the 31st they 
reached the glacier snout and set up an 
Advanced Base at 5,200m. On the 1st 
August a reconnaissance to 5,600m showed 
their proposed route up Lhakhang was too 
avalanche-prone, so on the 3rd they set out 
to make the second ascent of Dhhun. They 
established a high camp at 5,600m and in 
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seven hours the following morning all five 
Japanese, the liaison officer and four 
porters reached the 6,200m summit via the 
neve-covered North Face. Sloppy snow in the 
afternoon forced them to descend the rocky 
West Face, though this turned out to be 
harder than anticipated. 

Suzuki notes five main areas in this 
locality that offer excellent possibilities for 
first ascents. South of Umdung (4,880m) on 
the Pare Chu lie several unclimbed peaks, 
among which Pt 6,367m and Pt 6,321m look 
quite attractive. North of Dutung on the Pare 
Chu lies the Talking Valley, to the north of 
which stand high unclimbed peaks, notably 
Pts 6,231m, 6,210m, 6,204m and 6,122m. 
Southwest of Kharsa Gongma, which is 
situated at the confluence of the Pare Chu 
and Pakshi Lamur rivers, are two big peaks; 
Pt 6,307m (6,401m on the Russian map) and 
Pt 6,320m a little farther east. While the 
west and south flanks are nearly 1,000m 
high but composed of loose rock, the north 
sides look more promising, with small 
glaciers rising to both peaks. Around the 
head of the relatively large Pakshi Lamur 
Glacier, Lhakhang (6,205m), Pt 6,228m and 
Pt 6,247m remain virgin. Finally, there are 
four peaks surrounding the head of a side 
glacier west of the main Pakshi Lamur. Two 
of these, Pts 6,240m and 6,100m, were 
climbed by a Bengal party in 2004. The 
other two, Pt 6,181m and Pt 6,160m, are 
beautiful, unclimbed, snow-covered 
mountains. 

KINNAUR 

Armasong Valley 

A 13-member team from West Bengal led by 
N Prasad Rao travelled via Sangla, Chhitkul, 
and Dunthi in the Baspa Valley to a Base 
Camp at Nithal Thach (4,380m) on the banks 
of the Armasong Nala. They established two 
further camps at 4,880m and 5,560m. From 
the highest camp two virgin peaks, Pt 
6,132m and Pt 6,154m at the head of the 
Armasong Nala, were climbed on the same 
day. Both summits were reached on the 19th 
August by the leader, Subrata Banerjee, 
Bimal Krishna Biswas, Sanjoy Ghosh, 
Somnath Flazara, Ajoy Mondal, Molay 
Mukherjee and Dilip Tirky with four high- 
altitude porters; Kolbahadhur, Lalbadhur, 
Balwant Singh and Plimmat Singh. There are 
few 6,000m peaks in the Baspa Valley 
region. The I ndo-Ti bet Border Police have 
been active in the area for many years and 
while some of their officers have written 
authentically about the valley, there appears 
to be no written record of their claim to have 
climbed the three 6,000m peaks north of 
Dunthi. 

GANGOTRI 

Meru Central 

The famous unclimbed line of the Shark’s 
Fin on the East Face of 6,450m Meru Central 
witnessed yet another unsuccessful 
attempt, this time from a strong Korean 




Shivling (6,543m) seen at sunrise from the northeast. The foreground peak below the moon is commonly 
referred to as Baby Shivling (c5,500m). (1) East Ridge (Bettembourg/Child/Scott/White, 1981: 1,300m: 56 
pitches: UIAAVI+ and A2/A3 with sustained mixed ground at around TD+). (2) North East Face 
(Bernascone/Manoni/Rosso, 1986: 1,300m: UIAA VI and A1, 85/90°). (2a) Slovenian Variant to '86 Route 
(Pepevnik/Tic/Vidmar, 1987). (3) North Pillar - South Tyrol start (Hainz/Kammerlander, 1993: 1,100m: 
finished up Japanese Route). (4) North Pillar - Couloir Start (first ascent of the couloir unknown, though 
certainly climbed on an attempt in 2000). (5) North Pillar - Original Japanese Route (Fujita/Kubo/Yamamoto, 
1980: 1,200m: 52 pitches: 3,000m of fixed rope and 300 pegs). (6) North Pillar Direct Finish - Shiva's Line 
(Huber/Wolf, 2000: 1,100m although only 400m of new climbing: UIAA VII and A4). (7) North Face 
(Adamec/Rajf/Svejda, 1987: 1,400m: TD+: 5+ and 85°: upper bivouacs are shown). (8) North Face to North 
West Ridge (Hiraide/Taniguchi, 2005: 1,400m: IV+/V and 70°: upper bivouacs are shown). THOMAS HUBER 



team. Previous attempts on the line, 800m 
of snow/ice slopes up to 50-60° with mixed 
ground to finish, followed by a 500m granite 
prow - the Fin, have either been thwarted by 
bad weather and conditions, or simply 
ground to a halt low down on the highly 
technical Prow. The best effort was probably 
that of Nick Bullock, Jules Cartwright and 
Jamie Fisher, who in 1997 reached a height 
a little short of 6,200m on the southeast 
flank of the Fin. 

Koreans, Cho U-ryeong, Jang Seon-tae, 
Kim Sae-jung, Lee Sang-woo and Park 
Young-sik, spent roughly two weeks in 
August fixing rope to c5,800m, a point close 
to the to the base of the Prow. Serious 
rockfall more or less prevented any 
climbing during the daylight hours and it 
took a full 30 days to establish a good base 
below the Fin and then commence climbing 
on the difficult rock above. Deteriorating 
weather forced them down from 6,000m in 
early September. They made a hazardous 
descent in atrocious conditions and 
unfortunately, as their sole concern at the 
time was self-preservation, were forced to 
abandon the majority of their gear and fixed 
rope. 

Shivling 

Japanese climbers, Kazuya Fliraide (26 
years old) and Kei Taniguchi (33), climbed a 
partial new route on the north side of the 
Gangotri’s famous motif, 6,543m Shivling. 
Flowever, whether this is a significant 
addition to the mountain or simply a rather 
indirect version of the Czechoslovakian 
Route on the North Face is debatable. 



Over five days in September 1987, 
Branislav Adamec, Pavel Rajf and Jiri 
Svejda, after previously acclimatizing with 
an ascent of the Normal Route, climbed a 
direct line up the North Face in Alpine style 
(1,400m: TD+: 5+ and 85°, with a difficult 
and dangerous snow-plastered chimney 
pitch of rotten rock high on the route). They 
joined the last section of the 1980 Japanese 
Route on the North Pillar at the end of its 
rightward traverse across the North Face, 
and then continued up this route to the 
summit. This was the last face to be 
climbed on Shivling and a sterling effort by 
the three, not really getting the acclaim it 
deserved at the time. 

Until last year the North West Ridge to the 
right remained unclimbed and was the goal 
of the two Japanese. Flowever, they decided 
not to try the integral but to approach the 
crest via the lower section of the North 
Face. Arriving late in the season but well- 
acclimatized after making the second 
ascent of the South East Ridge of Muztagh 
Ata (7,546m), as reported in August 2006 
INFO, they spent from the end of September 
to 7th October reconnoitring the Normal 
Route on the West Ridge, which would be 
their descent, and then climbing the north 
side of Baby Shivling (5,500m) to complete 
their acclimatization. By this time the bad 
weather prevalent in September, which had 
thwarted Polish and Czech parties 
attempting the Normal Route, had cleared 
to give fine, cold conditions. 

The two started their ascent on the 8th 
October, bivouacking that night at 4,750m at 
the foot of the mountain. Climbing 
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A foreshortened view of the North Face of Shivling (6,543m) showing the 
partially new Japanese Route (North Face to North West Ridge). The lower 
section corresponds to the 1987 Czechoslovak Route, which continues more 
directly up the face to exit on the North West Ridge just below the summit. 
This ridge is still unclimbed in its entirety. KAZUYA HIRAIDE 



Japanese climbers Kei Taniguchi (left) and her 
partner Kazuya Hiraide close to the summit of 
6,543m Shivling in the Gangotri after completing 
their partial new route on the North Face to 
North West Ridge. KAZUYA HIRAIDE 

lightweight with five days’ food, they set off 
up the 1987 Czechoslovakian Route, climbing 
through the first rock barrier, which proved 
to be one of the crux sections on the route. 
They were unable to dry tool and had to 
resort to conventional rock-climbing, 
cleaning snow from the rock as they went. 
That night was spent at 5,650m, in the 
lower section of the large funnel-shaped 
snowfield. 

On the night of the 10th they reached the 
top of the funnel-shaped snowfield and 
were forced into a hanging bivouac at 
6,070m. The day had involved climbing 
steeper, but less problematical, terrain than 
anticipated. The slopes were generally 50- 
70° neve and not avalanche-prone as they 
feared might be the case. Next day they 
slanted up right through the second rock 
barrier - the second crux - to finish with a 
difficult exit onto the crest of the North West 
Ridge just above the level of the large serac 
to the right. The crest above was not easy 
and the pair spent their third night on the 
face at 6,200m before reaching the summit 
at noon on the 12th. They returned to their 
top bivouac that afternoon and spent 
another night there, so they could climb 
down through the serac barrier when it was 
well-frozen early next morning. After 
joining the Normal Route they continued 
down to Base Camp, which they reached 
the same day. 



CENTRAL GARHWAL 
Unnamed Peak 
6,123m 

Although an ascent of 
Devban (6,852m), first 
climbed by Peter 
Oliver and Frank 
Smythe during their 
famous 1937 Valley of 
Flowers expedition 
and possibly repeated 
only once (in 2002, 
previous claims being 
hotly disputed), was 
the main goal of a 10- 
member team from 
Kolkata led by 
Amitava Roy, they did 
not attempt it due to 
avalanche danger. 
Instead, after establishing three camps on 
the Devban Glacier during late June/early 
July, Susanta Basak, Arupam Das and the 
leader made the first ascent of unnamed 
Peak 6,123m by the East Ridge. On the 
following day, from the same Camp 3, Das 
and Sherpas Gyalgen and Tashi climbed the 
South East Face of Bidhan Parvat (6,520m). 
This may be a new route, as previous 
ascents appear to have followed the easy 
North East Ridge. Bidhan Parvat was also 
first climbed by Smythe in 1937 but not 
named until 1968, when the second 
ascensionists, a team from Bengal, gave the 
peak the moniker as a tribute to Sir Bidhan 
Chandra Roy, former Chief Minister of 
Bengal. Although unendorsed, the name 
seems to have stuck. 

EASTERN GARHWAL 

Uja Tirche 

On 16th September, Mohanlal FI C, 
Debabrata Mukherjee, Ashish Singh and 
Gopal Singh Rathore reached the summit of 
6,202m Uja Tirche. This mountain is 
situated west of Girthi and north of the 
great Tirsuli-Flardeol massif. It was first 
climbed in 1937 by R C A Edge (UK) with 
Sherpas Angchuk and Gyaljen from a Survey 
of India expedition. These three approached 
up the Siruanch Glacier to the west and 
climbed the West South West Ridge. There 
have been less than half a dozen ascents 
since, all by the same route except for the 
second in 1950, when the Scottish 
Plimalayan Expedition, comprising Tom 
McKinnon, Bill Murray, Douglas Scott and 
Tom Weir, climbed the North Ridge (which 
they likened to a harder version of the 
Biancograt in the Bernina). The 2005 
ascensionists established two camps on the 
Siruanch Glacier, the highest at 5,470m, 
from where they made a circuitous 15-hour 
push to the summit, following the glacier 
close to its head then climbing the South 
Face and upper South East Ridge. 

Changabang 

Remarkably, three expeditions attempted 




different routes on the famous 6,864m 
Changabang, one in the spring and two 
during the autumn. Unfortunately, the 
prevailing bad weather and heavy snowfall 
in both seasons ensured that none met with 
success. 

First off, were Koreans in the spring, 
trying a new route on the North Face, right 
of the 1998 American-Russian Lightning 
Route. On the 7th May Chung Seong-kwon 
(leader), Fla Flo-sung, Kim Ji-sung, Lee 
Keun-tak and Lee Min-sook, began fixing 
rope up the initial ice slope. Despite 
depressing conditions, they beavered away 
at the face and by the 26th had established 
a portaledge Camp 2 at 5,850m. Over the 
next couple of days the weather was fine 
but cold, allowing some progress over the 
difficult icy rock above. Two 70m pitches 
provided a real struggle, although there 
were plenty of hook placements, nothing 
more solid appeared and the climbers 
opted to place a bolt every eight metres 
until they reached more ice. Two 50m 
pitches led to a spot where the ice thinned 
enough to place two sound bolts in the 
granite, from which the climbers rappelled 
into the night. Some days were then spent 
sitting out bad weather at the camp but on 
2nd and 3rd June they added two more hard 
pitches (their 15th and 16th overall), mainly 
on hooks, before snowfall forced them down 
from a height of c6,100m. Despite having 
sufficient provisions to stay on the wall, lack 
of available time to reach the summit and a 
general attrition due to cold temperatures 
and depressingly poor weather, forced them 
to give up at that point. The attempt was 
graded VII (US commitment grade) Wl 5 A2. 

Also attempting the North Face but this 
time during the autumn, were the Dutch, 
Andreas Amons, Melvin Redeker, Mike van 
Berkel and Cas van de Gevel. These four 
arrived towards the end of August and 
spent the next 12 days acclimatizing and 
carrying loads to an Advanced Base. 
Although they expected to be operating in 
the monsoon at this time, the weather was 
perfect. They planned to attempt the line 
tried in 1996 by Julie-Ann Clyma, Brendan 
Murphy, Roger Payne and Andy Perkins, 
who reached 6,200m in Alpine style before 
retreating when Perkins became sick. This 
would have been the preferred line for the 
subsequent 1997 (successful) attempt, but 
that year there was no ice in the couloir and 
Murphy, this time with Andy Cave, plus Mick 
Fowler and Stephen Sustad, began their 
now celebrated but ultimately tragic climb 
some distance to the left. 

The Dutch wanted to climb in capsule 
style with portaledges, so on the 9th and 
10th September fixed 300m of rope in the 
couloir, finding the climbing to be perfect, 
with superb, steep, solid ice. They reached 
a high point of c5,750m before the monsoon 
arrived in earnest. When the weather 
cleared a week later, they were unable to 
locate their gear cached at the foot of the 





55297_62 -71_M0UNT_INF0 3/1/07 3:31 am Page 67 





The Shining Mountain: the North Face of Changabang (6,864m) rises above the Bagini Glacier. (1) Original 
Route via South Face and East Ridge (Bonington/Boysen/Haston/Sandhu/Scott/Tachei, 1974: c2,500m from 
the Changabang Glacier: AD/D). (2) North Face - British Route (Cave/Murphy to summit, Fowler/Sustad to 
East Ridge, 1997: cl, 600m: Scottish VI). (2a) The Clyma-Payne attempt the same year. (3) British attempt 
and high point (Clyma/Murphy/Payne/Perkins, 1996: Scottish VI: lower couloir hidden). (4) The Lightning 
Route (Buhler/Shabalin/Dusharin/Mariev/Volkov, 1998: cl, 600m: 5.9 A4 Wl 4: lower section hidden). The big 
compact wall to the right was attempted to 6,100m in 2005 by a Korean expedition: Wl 5 and A2). (5) North 
West Pillar (Boardman/Tasker, 1976: cl, 250m above the Bagini Col: UIAA VI, aid and mixed). NICK BULLOCK 



face, despite having anchored it securely 
and dug a seven-metre deep pit around it. 
They estimate it must have been buried 
under 1 0m of new snow. They were now 
forced to climb in a rather more lightweight 
style but almost continuous bad weather 
prevented any progress and they abandoned 
the expedition towards the end of 
September. As van Berkel noted: “The North 
faces of Kalanka and Changabang look 
absolutely great but they are not places to 
be when snow starts falling.” 

The third team to attempt Changabang 
last year comprised British climbers Nick 
Bullock, Stuart McAleese and Ollie Sanders, 
who wanted to try a new route up the West 
Face, between the legendary Boardman- 



Tasker North West Pillar (Peter 
Boardman/Joe Tasker, 1976: cl, 250m above 
the Bagini Col: UIAA VI, aid and mixed) and 
the Japanese South West Pillar (Masahide 
Aida/Yukio Asano/Teruyoshi Karino/Akira 
Kobayashi/Harumi Ohno/Naoki Toda, 1976: 
cl, 550m: VI, aid and mixed) 

In 1976, Boardman and Tasker reached 
the snow shoulder at the foot of the route 
via the relatively easy glaciated slopes of 
the Ramani Glacier to the south. Nearly 30 
years later, due to the continued closure of 
the Nanda Devi Sanctuary, this option was 
not open to the British team and a very long 
and trying approach from the north side 
Base Camp to the upper Bagini Glacier was 
followed by a 450m climb resembling the 





Stuart McAleese working up snow slopes to the 
base of the main climbing on the historic and still 
unrepeated Boardman-Tasker Route, North West 
Pillar of 6,864m Changabang. The route follows 
an intricate line through the steep walls of the 
broad buttress above the climber. The upper part 
of the compact granite North Face is clearly 
visible to the left. NICK BULLOCK 



North Face of the Tour Ronde (Mont Blanc 
Range). The team fixed rope on much of the 
latter but before reaching the ridge, bad 
weather with very heavy snowfall forced 
them down to Base Camp. Sanders 
departed with the Dutch and once the 
weather finally cleared the remaining two 
set off for Advanced Base. There, they found 
that although the tent had more or less 
survived the storm, animals had raided 
their food cache and half their provisions for 
the climb had gone. 

By 6th October, having now decided that 
their only hope of success on the mountain 
would be a repeat of the Boardman-Tasker, 
the pair had established a camp below the 
start of the main climbing difficulties at 
nearly 6,000m, After three days they had 
managed about 200m of height gain, by 
which time unsettled weather with very low 
temperatures had returned and Bullock had 
a tooth abscess. They stripped their kit and 
descended, Bullock observing: "... following 
in Pete and Joe’s footsteps had been 
liberating. Respect for their achievement 
grew with every step. Some of the climbing 
we completed was mixed Scottish IV, with 
the meat of the route looming above; 800m 
of technical rock, hanging aretes, overhangs 
and blank walls with no obvious way. The 
two stuck at it until they found a way and 
reached the summit, an awesome 
achievement that still waits a repeat.” The 
only other attempt on this route was made 
in 2002 by a strong New Zealand team, 
which also failed low on the face. 

As with other expeditions to Changabang 
in 2005, the British were forced to pay heavy 
costs due to the additional taxes imposed by 
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Stuart McAleese on the lower section of the 
Boardman-Tasker Route on the North West Pillar 
of Changabang. The Bagini Ridge stretches away 
behind him, on which the high camp, a red tent at 
c6,000m, is visible. In 1976 Boardman and Tasker 
approached this crest via the relatively 
straightforward Ramani Glacier to the left 
(south). In 2006 Bullock and McAleese 
approached up the steeper northern flanks to the 
right. NICK BULLOCK 



the Uttaranchal Government. These 
included an agent’s fee of $6,000 and a 
combined IMF and local government royalty 
of $6,500. 

KUMAUN 
Nanda Kot 

Americans, Jonny Copp and Pete Takeda, 
wanted to try the unclimbed East Face of 
Nanda Devi East (7,434m) but after arrival 
in the area they were faced with a 
prolonged spell of heavy snowfall, which 
put down almost two metres at their Base 
Camp. When the weather eventually cleared 
they joined fellow team members, Chuck 
Bird and Sarah Thompson, for an attempt 
on the North East Ridge of 6,861 m Nanda 
Kot, retracing the steps of a 1966 CIA- 
sponsored expedition, which placed a 
nuclear-powered surveillance device at 
6,700m to spy on the Chinese. Toward the 
end of the second day the four were hit by a 
big storm at around 6,000m and took 
shelter in a crevasse, where they erected 
two tents on ledges chopped out deep 
inside the slot. 

At half past midnight they were hit by a 
huge avalanche. To quote Takeda: “It was as 
if someone had backed a colossal cement 
mixer up to the mouth of the cave and 
dumped hundreds of tons of cement. The 
snow sealed the entire entrance, save for a 
hole one and a half metres square.” The 
only one not to be entirely buried, Takeda 
managed to extract Bird, who was 
suffocating from snow blocked in his 





Jonny Copp on the lower section of the South Ridge of Nanda Devi East 
(7,434m) during an attempt that would end just 200m below the summit 
(clearly visible above him). The 1 ,500m route was first climbed by a Polish 
expedition in 1939. PETE TAKEDA 



trachea. They both 
stood in the dark, 
dressed only in 
underwear, the rest of 
their gear buried under 
tonnes of snow. Copp 
and Thompson, in the 
second tent, had been 
pushed much further 
down the crevasse, 
stopping one metre 
short of a seemingly 
bottomless abyss. 

Takeda had almost 
written them off as 
dead but Copp 
managed to snap a tent 
pole that had ended up 
near his face during his 
struggle to excavate an air hole. Fie fought 
his way out of the tent (wearing nothing 
except a T-shirt) and managed to pull out 
Thompson. After a six-hour effort the four 
managed to salvage all essential gear for 
survival, such as boots, crampons, food and 
fuel. Then at 6.30am another avalanche 
struck. This time Copp and Takeda, working 
together, were able to dig their way out, but 
the tunnel was fully five metres long before 
they reached the surface. 

The team spent four days sheltering in 
this hole before the weather finally cleared 
and they were able to make a harrowing 
retreat, nearly wiped out again as they 
crouched above a 70m ice cliff when 
another avalanche struck. After return to 
Base, Copp and Takeda summoned the 
energy for an attempt on nearby Nanda Devi 
East (reported below). One of Takeda’s main 
motivations for visiting this region had been 
to research a book and this was later 
published as An Eye at the Top of the World, 
which examines the history of the area with 
particular regard to the sponsored 
espionage expeditions. 

Nanda Devi East 

A 12-member Italian expedition met with 
tragedy after a failed attempt on the 
unclimbed East Face of Nanda Devi East 
(7,434m). After an approach through the 
Milam Valley, the team established Base 
Camp on the 31st August and by 7th 
September had placed three camps on the 
Central Pillar of the East Face, the highest 
at 5,400m. Fixing rope, a high point was 
reached at the top of the first tower but 
from the 9th to the 18th a long spell of bad 
weather pinned them down at the higher 
camps. As the route was now out of the 
question, the climbers descended 
(reportedly leaving c600m of fixed rope in 
place) and turned their attention to nearby 
Nanda Lapak (5,782m). On the 23rd 
Ferruccio, Ferruccio, Perongelo, and Yuri 
reached the summit via the South Ridge. 

Back at Base Camp disaster struck. The 
leader of the expedition, 41 years old, Marco 
Dalla Longa, suddenly went into a coma and 



subsequently died of a stroke. The team’s 
doctor suspected cerebral edema. Dalla 
Longa was an accomplished mountaineer, 
relatively young, fit and reportedly had no 
health problems during the expedition. The 
climbers had a satellite phone (carrying a 
sat phone is supposedly illegal for foreign 
expeditions), which might have saved his 
life, as it was immediately used to summon 
a helicopter rescue. However, due to bad 
weather it took four days for the helicopter 
to arrive, by which time it was too late and 
on the 27th the entire expedition was 
evacuated by air to Munsiary, then to Delhi 
the following day. 

After this incident, and around four days 
after their retreat from Nanda Kot, Jonny 
Copp and Pete Takeda attempted the 
Original Route, which climbs the South Ridge 
above 5,910m Longstaff’s Col (first reached 
from the east by the great British explorer, 
Tom Longstaff, in 1905). Four days later 
they were 200m below the summit when the 
wind picked up. The temperature quickly 
dropped and snow began to fall. Climbing 
solely on a single 7mm rope, the two 
Americans had reached this point in Alpine 
style and had only half a can of fuel left. 
They took the change in the weather as a 
‘sign’ and retreated, only to have conditions 
frustratingly start to improve when they 
were totally committed to the descent. 

This route has now received close to a 
dozen ascents since the first in 1939 by 
Jakub Bujak and Janusz Klarner from a 
Polish expedition. Incidentally, the second 
ascent, in 1951, was made by none other 
than Tenzing Norgay, who climbed the route 
with Louis Dubost in an attempt to search 
for two missing companions, Roger Duplat 
and Gilbert Vignes, who had been trying the 
traverse from the main summit of Nanda 
Devi. 

When discussing the tragic death of the 
Italian leader, Copp makes mention of the 
fact that during the approach to Base Camp 
a Hindu Holy Man asked the Italians to stop 
and make a puja ceremony for the 
mountain; they didn’t stop. The Hindu said 
one of them would die during the trip. Copp 
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also notes that the head priest at the Nanda 
Devi Temple said the climbers would be 
given a sign if the mountain didn’t want 
them ‘standing on her head’. For the 
Americans, an onset of bad weather just 
200m below the top was ‘sign’ enough. 

SIKKIM 

West Sikkim 

Lama Lamani and Tinchen Kang 

Climbing with Kunzang Bhutia and Sagar 
Rai early in the spring, Julie-Ann Clyma and 
Roger Payne made the first ascent of Lama 
Lamani (c5,650m) above the Thangsing 
Valley in South West Sikkim. Clyma and 
Payne had met Bhutia, an experienced 
young climber from the Sikkim Amateur 
Mountaineering Association, during a trek 
to the area in the autumn of 2004 and 
decided to join forces for a small expedition 
the following year. In mid-March the four 
followed the standard trek from Yuksam to 
Thangsing, then reconnoitred Tinchen Kang 
(6,010m), a shapely peak first climbed in 
1998 by an I ndo- British Military expedition 
using conventional expedition tactics (fixed 
ropes and camps). In that year the leader, 
Major M M R Powar, three other Indian 
Army members, two British and two 
Sherpas reached the summit by the North 
West Ridge, approaching via the South Rank. 
The summit was reached again in 
November 2004 by an Indian team under A 
V M (retd) A K Bhattacharya, again using the 
North West Ridge but this time approaching 
via the North Flank. The 2005 expedition 
followed the original line but deep fresh 
snow made progress on the rocky wall 
below the crest of the ridge rather slow and 
precarious, so on the 21st March they 
retreated from a height of 5,100m. 

The team then decided to make a 
reconnaissance of the neighbouring Lama 
Lamani Group. After a pre-dawn start on 
the 28th, all four made the first ascent of 
the North Summit of Lama Lamani, 
climbing the North West Flank to the crest of 
the West Ridge, which they followed to gain 
the top at 10am. Although the terrain was 
mostly snowy, there were several rock steps 
and a good icy ridge to finish (AD+). It was 
windy and cold on the crest but the views 
were exceptional. The route was descended, 
partially by rappel, and Base Camp gained 
the same evening. 

After only one day’s rest Clyma and Payne 
set off for a serious attempt on Tinchen 
Kang. This time they decided to inspect the 
glacial slopes on the North Side of the 
mountain. Strong winds limited progress on 
the first day and the pair was forced to stop 
at 4,850m, close to the start of the glacier 
slopes. Next day, in cold and windy 
conditions, they climbed through deep snow 
to reach the crest of the North West Ridge 
and junction with the 1998 route. They made 
their second camp just below the crest at 
5,400m. Fortunately, despite first 
appearances, the glacier route had not been 




Lama Lamani North (c5,650m) above the Thangsing Valley in South West Sikkim showing the route 
followed on the first ascent; North West Face to West Ridge (Bhutia/Clyma/Payne/Rai, March 2005: AD+). 
ROGER PAYNE 



Tinchen Kang (6,010m) in the Thangsing Valley of South West Sikkim. All three ascents of this peak have 
used the North West Ridge (left skyline). In 1998 the first ascensionists approached the crest via the south 
flank facing the camera. The succeeding two parties gained the crest from the far side (north flank). The 
third ascensionists, who climbed the route in Alpine style, thought it warranted Alpine D. ROGER PAYNE 



threatened by seracs. 

Next day, 1st April, they made a pre-dawn 
start. Getting to the foot of the rock step on 
the ridge was delicate (around UIAA IV- but 
probably easier when snow-free). Above, 
two ropes, still in place, led up and then 
through a short chimney of loose rock. 
Clyma and Payne arrived on the crest at the 
foot of an ice step and couloir. This point 
had been reached by Bhutia and Rai on a 
previous attempt but they turned back 
through lack of adequate ice-climbing 
equipment. The couloir proved to be in good 
condition and after 150m gave out on to 
straightforward snow slopes leading to the 
summit, which was gained at 2pm - the 
third overall but first Alpine style ascent of 
the peak (Alpine D). After taking one of two 
snow stakes left by a previous expedition as 
a souvenir for their friends at Base Camp, 
Clyma and Payne down-climbed and 
rappelled to their top camp, which they 
reached at 6pm. However, as the walk out 
was due to start the following day, they 
elected to carry on down to Base Camp, 
which they reached at 11pm. These two 




The unclimbed South Summit of Lama Lamani. This 
is probably a little higher than the North Summit 
climbed by Bhutia, Clyma, Payne and Rai in 2005. 
The connecting ridge between north and south 
summits, seen here, is exposed and on reaching the 
North Summit the party deemed the wind far too 
strong for a safe continuation. ROGER PAYNE 
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routes, each made in three-day round trips 
from a valley base, certainly demonstrate 
the potential for Alpine style climbing in 
South West Sikkim. 

North Sikkim 
Chomoyummo 

By far the worst accident throughout the 
entire Indian Himalaya last year took place 
on the remote 6,829m mountain of 
Chomoyummo, which lies on the Tibet 
border at the head of the great Lachen 
Valley separating the mountains of East and 
West Sikkim. The highly prolific Scottish 
explorer, Dr Alexander Kellas, made an 
historic first ascent of this peak in 1910 via 
relatively easy snow slopes on the Tibetan 
flank of the North East Ridge (in that year 
Kellas made no less than 10 first ascents 
over 6,000m including 7,125m Pauhunri, the 
highest mountain in the world climbed at 
that time). It was subsequently attempted 
many times by British parties in the '30s 
before the route was repeated in 1945 by 
Harry Tilly. Since partition, this border 
region has been off limits to all except the 
Indian military and the only other known 
ascent was made in 1986 by the Indian 
Army (Assam Rifles), who followed the 
original route. 

It is believed that the high profile, IMF- 
organized, expedition that was on the 
mountain in September was also following 
the Original Route when the accident 
happened. While making a summit attempt, 
seven members were avalanched and 
became entangled in the rope as they were 
swept down the mountain. Only two 
survived and these had serious injuries. 
Those that died included the leader of the 
expedition P M Das, Nari Dhami and Inder 
Kumar (both of whom had summited 
Everest) and experienced climbers, Dawa 
Sherpa and Dawa Wangchuk, from the 
Sonam Gyasto Mountaineering School at 
Gangtok. Details of the incident are sketchy 
as the leading members of this nine-person 
expedition perished in the accident. 

Dr P M Das was the current Vice 
President of the Indian Mountaineering 
Foundation (IMF), Honorary Local Punjab 
Secretary of the Himalayan Club, and a 
highly experienced mountaineer, having 
taken part in a remarkable 33 Himalayan 
expeditions. He came from Guwahati in 
Assam, was a brilliant police officer and had 
won medals for bravery during the days of 
Punjab militancy. Among his expeditions 
were Everest, where he reached 7,700m, 
Mana and Mukut (both 7,000ers) , Gorichen 
East (6,222m) and the Lampak Peaks. He 
was highly involved in the instruction of 
young mountaineers, single-handedly 
organizing training expeditions and even 
taking them as far as the Alps. According to 
M S Gill, current President of the Himalayan 
Club and former President of the IMF, there 
was every hope that Das would put the 
Punjab in the forefront of Himalayan 





The South East Face of Chomoyummo (a.k.a. Chomiomo, 6,829m) seen across the Tista River Valley from 
the Chombu Glacier. In 1910 Dr Alexander Kellas made the historic first ascent of this peak on the 
Sikkim-Tibet border via relatively easy snow slopes on the Tibetan flank of the North East (Frontier) 
Ridge. It is believed that this was the route being attempted by the ill-fated 2005 IMF expedition, in which 
five members died in an avalanche. The side of the mountain shown in this photograph has never been 
attempted. LINDSAY GRIFFIN 



mountaineering. With his death Indian 
mountaineering has lost a senior climber 
and very capable administrator. 

Kangchengyao 

It is reported that a 14-member team from 
the Black Cat Division of the Indian Army 
made a rare ascent of Kangchengyao 
(6,889m), a high snowy peak in northern 
Sikkim, east of Chomoyummo and not far 
from the border with Tibet. While the south 
side of this mountain is very formidable 
(and unclimbed), the north presents 
relatively straightforward snow slopes, but 
being close to the border and in an area of 
strategic importance, is only accessible to 
the Indian military. The team reached the 
summit from the north on the 1 1th October. 
The first undisputed ascent of 
Kangchengyao was made in 1982 by an 
Indian Army expedition under Vijay Singh. 
However, the noted British explorer, 
Alexander Kellas, nearly climbed it in 1912, 
when he reached the slightly lower East 
Summit from the north. 

Ajay Tambe 

Another relatively well-known Indian 
mountaineer was also killed recently but 
not in the Himalaya. Forty two-year old Ajay 
Tambe, who for some years had lived and 
worked (in field application engineering) in 
San Jose, California, was skiing off-piste 
above Courchevel over the 2006 New Year, 
when he was avalanched and buried. 
Although the rescue team were immediately 
alerted and found the skier after 20 
minutes, Tambe could not be resuscitated. 
Tambe was an active rock-climber and 
skier, who had taken part in several 
Himalayan expeditions before moving to the 
USA, including the successful 1991 Indo- 
British East Karakoram led by Harish 
Kapadia. 

INFO: Harish Kapadia with additional material 



from Nick Bullock/Jonny Copp/Kazuya 
Hiraide/Peter Jensen-Choi/Divyesh 
Muni/Tamotsu Nakamura and the Japanese 
Alpine News/Roger Payne/Pete Takeda/Pepfn 
Valdivia/Mike van Berkel/Lee Young-jun, plus 
the reference sources of the American Alpine 
Journal , Himalayan Journal and AC 
Himalayan Index 

ARCTIC 

EAST GREENLAND 2005 

Kronprins Frederiks Berge - 
Kangerdlugssuaq Mountains 

Two British expeditions were successful in 
making exploratory ascents in a region of 
the Kronprins Frederiks Berge that could 
logically be designated South 
Kangerdlugssuaq. This extensive collection 
of summits, which is separated from the 
more well-known Lemon Mountains to the 
northeast by the great Kangerdlugssuaq 
Fjord, had been visited on three occasions 
prior to 2005. In 1990, Stan Wooley’s 
expedition was flown to the northwest 
sector, close to the ice cap and, from there, 
made impressive ski journeys, bagging 
many of the highest peaks. Realizing the 
potential of the area and the prospect of 
good granite, one member of the expedition, 
Phil Bartlett, returned in 1998 with a seven 
other climbers and after landing near the 
head of the Hutchinson Glacier, climbed c30 
previously virgin peaks including 
Redekammen (2,555m) and 
Kangerdlugssuaqs Tinde (2,260m). In 2003, 
four members of this expedition returned 
and set up Base Camp southwest of the 
Hutchinson Glacier at the head of the 
Nordre and Sondre Parallelgletschers. 

From there they (expedition leader Brian 
Davison and seven other climbers) climbed 
an impressive 35 previously virgin summits, 
notably The Castle (2,600m) and the North 
Summit of Pt 2,100m. 
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South Hutchinson region 

During their three-week stay in the 
mountains, from the 24th J u Ly- 1 6th August 
a four person British expedition comprising 
Carole Feldman, Peter Flawksworth, Cath 
Walton and Peter Whyley made 1 1 first 
ascents in the region south of the 
Plutchinson Glacier. This team chose an 
area between, and slightly south of, the 
venues for the ’98 and ’03 expeditions. The 
landing site, which is logistically about as 
far as a Twin Otter can fly from Isfijordur in 
Iceland without refuelling, was at N 68° 04' 
W 33° 20' and at an altitude of 1,395m. The 
surrounding peaks had not been previously 
visited, although the 2003 expedition 
camped just to the south during an 
exploratory ski tour. 

The four climbers made the following 
ascents, climbing every peak at night to 
profit from best snow conditions (all 
locations and altitudes were recorded using 
GPS; names are provisional): Pk 1,487m 
[Crowley Peak on the 26th July: N 68° 03' 
76.2” W 33° 10' 66.1”, via the East Ridge}-, 

Pk 1,481m ( Diana’s Peak on the 28th July: N 
68°05'88” W 33°1 5' 67.2”, snow/rock at 
Scottish 11/111); Pk 1,679m [Jess’s Peak on 
the 2nd August: N 68° 05' 88.9” W 33° 15' 
67.2”, steep snow/ice at Scottish II); Pk 
1,526m (3rd August: N 68° 04, 57.7” W 33° 
05' 70.5”); Pk 1,905m (7th August: N 68° 07' 
88.1” W 33° 17' 47.8”, via the long, snowy 
South East Ridge at Scottish II); Pk 1,733m 
(8th August: N 68° 05' 89.6” W 33° 16' 51.4”, 
Scottish I/ll); Pk 1,708m (9th August: N 68° 
07' 48.2” W 33° 20' 55/6”, Scottish II and a 
rocky scramble); Pt 1,583m [Laura’s Peak, 
11th August: N 68° 01' 93.6” W 33° 16' 

90.7”, Scottish I/ll to fine snow summit); Pk 
1,364m (11th August: N 68° 06' 18.7” W 
33° 15' 94.6”, a rounded snow dome); Pk 
1,554m (11th August: N 68° 06' 28” W 33° 
20' 13.3”, small easy snow peak); Pk 
1,648m [James Whyley Peak, 14th August: N 
68° 06' 24.1” W 33° 19' 53.9”, four roped 
pitches on a fine peak with a heavily 
corniced summit). 

Nordre Parallelgletscher 

In 2005, the Cambridge University 
Mountaineering Club was 100 years old. To 
celebrate this event eight members 
organized an expedition in July to the 
Kangerdlugssuaq Mountains, where they 
were able to make 12 first ascents from 
Alpine PD to TD. The climbers planned to 
be airlifted to an unexplored sector just 
east of the head of the Nordre 
Parallelgletscher but their arrival in Iceland 
coincided with a big storm in East 
Greenland, which deposited around a metre 
and a half of fresh snow at glacier level. It 
was, therefore, necessary to switch landing 
sites to a point some 60km inland, where 
another group, planning to use the same 
Twin Otter to make an exit from the 
mountains, was already preparing a 
runway. This group had climbed a number 




The North West Face of the highest mountain in the area of South Kangerdlugssuaq visited by the 2005 
Cambridge University Expedition. The route of the first ascent, Pear Buttress (Harding/Sample, 2005: 
850m: TD: V] is marked. The situations on the upper headwall, which provided the most difficult climbing, 
were magnificent. JAMES SAMPLE 



of peaks around Base Camp and some of 
these were repeated by the Cambridge 
party. Flowever, the plum in this area, a 
beautiful triple-summited mountain directly 
above camp, had been left unclimbed. 
Nearly a week after their arrival, Mike Moss 
and Tom Stedall were able to rectify this 
with a fine first ascent via a long mixed 
ridge on immaculate rock: the North Ridge 
of Three Angels Peak (500m: PD with short 
steps of UIAA II). A secondary summit of 
another previously climbed peak to the 
south received its first ascent from Alex 
Cowan, Matt Plarding and James Sample via 
the East Ridge (PD, II but loose). 

By this time the party had consumed 
enough food to contemplate moving 
towards their original objective. Travelling 
at night with heavily laden pulks, the group 
spent four magical days skiing to the head 
of the Nordre Parallelgletscher and then 
carefully negotiating a crevasse field to 
reach the previously intended landing site 
at 33° 15' W, 67° 57 1 N. From there the 
team made nine first ascents in the 
remaining 14 days before flying home. 

One of the most striking mountains in the 
immediately vicinity, on the far (east) side of 
the glacier from Base Camp, was climbed 
via the North West Ridge by Cowan, Moss 
and Stedall. Five hours of strenuous uphill 
skinning, then a final 100m on foot, gave a 
600m ascent at F+/PD-. The descent, 
completed in a mere 45 minutes, was pure 
off-piste ecstasy. Southeast of Base Camp, 
Flarding and Sample made the first ascent 
of Mount Jaeggi via Treasurer's Ridge, a 
wonderful and intricate route with about 20 
pitches of climbing often on immaculate 
rock, some of it quite exposed (D: sustained 
III with some IV). Meanwhile, the remaining 
three members of the expedition, Alison 
Ingleby, Leah Jackson-Blake and Jenny 
Marshall, climbed an adjacent peak via the 
North East Ridge (PD- with three steep 



pitches to easy ground: IV-). 

Towards the end of the trip Cowen, Moss 
and Stedall climbed the most northerly of 
three summits on a very long rock ridge 
directly southwest of Base Camp. It took 10 
hours of intricate climbing, some of it on 
loose rock, to climb the North East Ridge 
(500m: AD, IV+) to the airy summit, which 
was aptly named Base Camp Peak. 

Flarding, Ingleby and Sample spent a 
morning climbing The Thumb, an 
impressively steep, 250m-high tower 
offering some of the best quality granite in 
the area. Their route climbed the South 
Face at PD (IV+). The following day, Harding 
and Sample set off for the biggest mountain 
in the immediate region, which lay south of 
camp overlooking the Nordre Parallel. The 
pair climbed and descended the North East 
Face via the 850m Pear Buttress in a 
continuous push of 28 hours rimaye to 
rimaye. The upper headwall provided the 
most difficult climbing, with the crux a 
steep layback corner crack of V. The outing 
was felt to warrant TD. 

Unfortunately, the trip was to end on a 
low note. Whilst attempting to repeat the 
North East Ridge of Base Camp Peak, 
Marshall snapped a foothold climbing into 
the little notch before the final steep rise to 
the summit. The resulting fall left her with 
a serious wound to the left shin and unable 
to return along the ridge. Aided by her 
partner, Jackson-Blake, she made multiple 
rappels down the south east flank of the 
ridge to gain easy snow slopes, from where 
Jackson-Blake returned across the glacier 
to collect skis and a pulk, then towed 
Marshall back to Base Camp. A satellite 
phone was used to summon rescue and 36 
hours later Marshall was undergoing an 
operation in Iceland. Fortunately, this was 
successful and there has been no lasting 
damage. 

INFO: James Sample/Peter Whyley 








